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in his speech development. The child's auditory patterns
must be made very distinct. Speaking clearly and slowly
and directly to a child whose attention is fixed on the speaker
helps him to hear and comprehend the meaning and to
reproduce the sounds of the words more accurately. Taking
pains to repeat a^ain and again words that resemble the
sounds the baby is already making help him to acquire adult
speech. Correct pronunciation is important in the early
years.
The child carries through life not only the language of the group
in which he is reared, but also, to a certain extent, the language of
the individual who cares for him most constantly through the first
years of life. If this person is his mother, he is likely to have the
accent of his mother. If it is someone else, then her dialectic sounds
will color it.10
From the babble period language may develop in a num-
ber of directions, depending upon the way persons respond
to the child's first attempts at speech. Babble sounds may
develop into "baby talk," careless, inaccurate speech, or cul-
turejd speech, depending upon the baby's environment.
A child's vocabulary will have greater vitality if he knows
the meanings of words before he attempts to say them. He
should know what a dog looks like, feels like, sounds like,
and does, before he learns to say the word dog. Accord-
ingly, the best words for the child to learn first are those
which he needs in his everyday experiences and in his famil-
iar environment — such words as milk, bread, table, chair,
coat, hat, shoe, water, and drink. While the baby is being
dressed, the mother can name rhythmically the various arti-
cles of clothing as they are put on. Mrs. Lucy Sprague
Mitchelln has shown the poetic possibilities of such
rhythmic enumeration.
Taking time to talk with the baby, to name and explain
objects, to tell him stories about himself and his activities —
 10	Smiley Blanton and Margaret Gray Blanton,  Child Guidance, p. 98.
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Olds. iNew York: E. P. Button and Company, 1921.

